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Indie School News! 

Follow us on Facebook! 

 

Staff attended a PD Day based on John Hattie’s Visible Learning research.  
Indie School is focused on creating learning goals and process criteria  
that allow students to take control of their own learning.   
 
Visible Learning is centred on implementing effective feedback across the board; 
as teachers, students, peer-to-peer and through reflective self-assessment.   
It allows us a school to diversify the way we track student progress, rather than 
relying solely on standardised tests (such as NAPLAN). The John Hattie approach 
leads to a richer feedback about a student’s progress and allows us to react faster, 
pinpointing areas in learning where further guidance 
and assistance should be provided to the student.  
 
Overall, the John Hattie data based research encour-
ages self-regulation and responsibility.  For example: 
in class, lesson-based goals specifying what the  
students are doing and learning for that lesson are 
set. Throughout the term and the school year,  
students can see their own success and progress. 

End of  Term 2 

School Reports sent home  

Students will return for 

Term 3 on Tuesday 18
th
 July  

Staff Development Day 

(No School) Monday 17th July 

Personal Development Day 

Keep up to date with what’s  

happening in class and find out 

about our upcoming events.  

 

Like us at:  fb.me/indieschool.edu  

Upcoming Event 

NAIDOC Exhibition at  
Albury Library Museum 

Sunday 2nd July to Sunday 30th July 

 
 

During the school holidays, pop 
over to see some vibrant art  

created by some of our students!  

If you missed out on the IDENTITY 
Art Exhibition back in April, don’t 
worry you can catch these colourful 

artworks throughout July.  

Narelle Drewe (Albury Council’s 
Learning, Outreach and Community 
Engagement Officer) is impressed 
with the calibre of artworks created 
in Derek Murray’s SUCCESS  
program, which features students 

from both 2C4S and Indie School.  

Many of the 33 canvases were 
painted by our very own Indie 
School students. The art will be 
hung on the Library’s Community 
Wall and the exhibition runs until 

Sunday 30thJuly .  Go check it out! 

Well done to all the students and their respective families for completing the first 
semester of 2017! How quickly did that go? By now you should have received 
your reports. If you have any questions please call me to discuss early in term 3. 
Overall, the student body should be happy with what they have achieved, well done again. 

It has been pleasing to see the VCAL classes working away. Congratulations to 
Wodonga VCAL on another successful running of their ANZAC ceremony.  
Claudia and Ashlee conducted themselves splendidly as the Master of Ceremony 
and the rest of the VCAL group all chipped in when needed. The Albury VCAL 
class has been looking at nutrition as a part of their curriculum this term. Hands 
on has been the focus as the class prepared healthy and presentable meals for 
consumption, developing personal and life skills along the way. 

The Stage 5 classes have also been busy being hands on in the science room, 
using lollies to construct DNA. Strawberries were used to extract DNA following a 
complicated process, terrific work.  

VET in schools is up and running. We have had many sessions now with Tamsin 
(Certificate II in Kitchen Operations) and Damien (Certificate in Digital Media and 
Technology). I have observed skills being developed in both of the courses so 
far. I can’t wait to see what will be produced next term.  

Sadly we will be saying goodbye to John Stead over the holidays as he has  
accepted an Assistant Principal position in Albury. We wish him all the best. 
Gayle Mundy will be returning and working for the rest of the year. Welcome 
back Gayle! Keep your focus and determination driving hard in the third term 
everyone and achieve great SUCCESS for the rest of the year! 

 

 

John Hattie Staff Personal Development Day 

David Pickett, Lead Teacher  

Indie School 

http://fb.me/indieschool.edu


 DNA Extraction  

DNA Strawberries 

To wrap up the DNA unit, 
April's class extracted DNA 
from strawberries by lysing open the cells 
by using an extraction buffer and  
precipitated the DNA out of the solution. 

ANZAC Day Ceremony  
Woodland Grove Wodonga  

Wodonga VCAL student Jai, and Indie School Alumna, Mikaela laid a wreath at 
the Wodonga ANZAC Day Ceremony on behalf of Indie School. 

Indie School Wodonga ANZAC Day Ceremony  

The Indie School ANZAC Day Ceremony took place in the courtyard under the 
gum trees. Indie School students performed the commemorative address, prayer 
of remembrance, The Ode, The Rouse, laying of the wreath, and raising of the flag.  

  
 

Students Mikaela & Jai at the Wodonga 

ANZAC Ceremony 

DNA Lollies 

Students learnt all about DNA structure 
and how base pairs work. One of the 
class exercises was to construct a lolly 
double helix.  Deoxyribonucleic acid  
never looked so sweet!  

Students speaking at the Indie School Wodonga 

ANZAC Ceremony 

(NESAY) Healthy Eating and Living Program 

NESAY 5 Week Program 

Indie School students have been taking part in the NESAY Heal Program 
throughout Term 2. HEAL runs every Wednesday for five weeks and includes 
cooking, setting up menus and shopping for healthy food. Information is 
provided on sexual health, mental health, drug and alcohol, along with where to 
access local community services.   

It includes presentations from NESAY staff and many other local service  
providers. The program is designed to help students develop their skills, 
knowledge and how to live a healthy and sustainable lifestyle. 

Students showing their cooking skills in the NESAY program 

Temperature Testing 

Food safety is so important; both in  
commercial kitchens and at home.  
Students learned about calibrating and 
testing foods with probe thermometers, 
which showed them how necessary it is 
to check food temperatures at delivery, 
storage, cooking and cooling times. 

VCAL Kitchen Operations, students food testing 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

VCAL Kitchen Operations  

Chocolate Chip Peanut Butter Protein Balls 

 

 

 

 

V 

VCAL Information Technology 

A New VCAL Course! 

VCAL students practicing Digital Media and Technology 

VCAL Kitchen Operations 

Knife Techniques 

VCAL Kitchen Operations students practiced their culinary knife techniques (and 
learnt a bit of French language on the side!). Different styles of slicing suit  
different recipes. After a demonstration by Tamsin, students practiced julienne, 
brunoise, chiffonade, diced, and macedoine cutting styles. Mastering correct 
blade technique is great for both safety and efficiency in the kitchen. These are 
invaluable skills to have throughout life!  

 
 

Students used the skills they learned in the Safe Food Handling and Personal 
Hygiene Units into practice and made “a ready to eat food” (a food that does not 
involve any cooking processes). Yum! 

VCAL Students  preparing No-Bake Chocolate Chip Peanut  Butter Energy Bites 

RECIPE 

No-Bake Chocolate Chip Peanut 

Butter Energy Bites 

Ingredients 

 ⅔ cup creamy peanut butter 

 ½ cup semi-sweet chocolate    

   chips 

 1 cup old fashioned oats 

 ½ cup ground flax seeds 

 3 tablespoons honey 

 

Method 

1.    Combine all 5 ingredients in a 
 medium bowl 

2 Stir to combine 

3. Roll into 12 bites and store in the 
 fridge for up to a week, in a 
 sealed container 

                                   Serves: 12 bites 

At the beginning of Term 2, Wodonga 
9/10 and VCAL students worked with 
Teacher, Mark to design and build a 
veggie garden.  

The students planted heaps of  
vegetables! Onion, broad beans, broccoli, 
carrot and radishes.  

Term 2 Veggie Patch 

Students preparing a veggie garden 

This year Indie School started offering a second VCAL VET course option 

(ICT20115 Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology).  

We welcome new trainer Damien Bell, who has extensive experience in the field of IT.  

In this class, students learned about practical photography techniques, such as 

lighting and framing. Then it was back to the computer lab to learn about software.  

 

 

Loaded with old fashioned oats, peanut butter and flax 
seeds. A healthy protein packed breakfast or snack!  



 

 

Hume Bank Pop-Up  

Art Exhibition Launch in April 

Wodonga Roadworks 
Timeline of works for South and High Streets 
 
“The next stage of the city heart transformation 
will start in South St with preparatory works 
beginning in July.  

South St, from Smythe to High streets, will  
undergo reconstruction from September to  
December, weather permitting, before works 
begin in High St from mid-January.   

Preparatory works in South St will include water 
main and electrical works starting from  
Octavius St, near Smythe St, and progressing 
east along South St to High St.  There will be 
minimal disruption to traffic and parking  
adjacent to the work zone as it progresses 
down the street.  

Adjacent businesses and residents will be  
given early notice of the progress of the works. 
The reconstruction of South St will be undertaken 
in two halves as to maintain two-way traffic in 
South St throughout this stage of works.   
“Wodonga Council” 

 

Indie School staff and students are encouraged 
to check our Facebook page for the latest 
roadworks progress updates and announcements 
over the coming months.  

 

 

AFL Dreamtime at the ‘G’  
Dreamtime at the 'G’ is an annual Australian 

rules football match between Australian  

Football League clubs Essendon and Richmond.  
 

On Saturday 27 May 2017, students and staff 

from Indie School travelled to Melbourne on the 

Indie School bus to attend the Dreamtime 

game between Richmond and Essendon at the 

MCG.  Students included Jasmine, Djanarah, 

Shaun, Jaidyn and Matthew.  On the way to the 

MCG, the group visited the Richmond Football 

Club and got to meet Luke Murray and  

Richmond legend Michael Mitchell.  

 

The name of the match comes from Australian 

Aboriginal mythology ‘The Dreaming’ or 

‘Dreamtime’ and the Australian, but more  

specifically Victorian, colloquial reference to the 

Melbourne Cricket Ground, "the G", where the 

match takes place. Since the 2007 season the 

match has been held on Saturday night of the 

AFL's Indigenous Round each year. The  

winning club is awarded the "Kevin Sheedy 

Cup" and the best player on the ground is 

awarded the "Yiooken Award". 

 

Students enjoying their healthy eating cooking skills  Lead Teacher, David at ‘Dreamtime’ match with students 

During the Easter break, some of the Indie School students who also 

participated in the SUCCESS program attended the launch of IDENTITY 

– a youth art exhibition in collaboration with Hume Bank. They were 

awarded certificates and had their vibrant artworks hung in the windows 

of an Olive Street store in Albury for the public to view.  

Albury VCAL – Nicky and Annette 

Nutrition, healthy eating, menus and sugar consumption have all played 
a part in our curriculum this term.  We incorporated meal preparation 
which proved to be a fabulous follow on activity for VCAL at our Indie 
School Albury.  We have already had a “Big Brekkie/Brunch” of sausages, 
scrambled eggs, bacon and hash browns, followed by an amazing  
Caesar Salad.   

The students have all worked together to place easy, healthy,  
presentable meals on the table for everyone to indulge in.  Apart from 
“exploding eggs”, a barby oil fire and enough for the dog next door, the 
students have had two great feasts without much effort, adding to their 
life skills and we are all looking forward to more of the same next term.   


